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Statements of indebtedness are b-. ing sent to

subscribers of the Gazette who are in arrears,

and a notice stating that payment in advance

will be required hereafter has appeared in all

the issues of the paper. The subscription rates

011 the lirst page of each edition furnish a guide
to the payment to any particular date, so that

there can be no rea?on for complaint if some

who may desire it fail to receive the Gazette af¬

ter the 1st of January, 187-3.

.Stale Finance.

By a resolution of the House of Delegates
the Treasurer and Auditor of the State were

directed to frame a tax-bill and submit it to

that body at the preseut session. Two distinct

propositions have been presented, one drawu

by Mr. Hunter, the Treasurer: the other by
Mr. Taylor, the Auditor, la otnuiunicatiog
the biil, -which cmbjdios Mr. Hunter's views,
Messrs. Hunter and Taylor say:
"In a report of certain commissioners appoint¬

ed by the State of JNew York, at the head of
whom was .Mr. David A. Wells, it was urged
with great ability that it wa? u-i and good poli¬
cy to exempt personal property almost entirel y
tax equal in rate to that upon rea ty upon thnty
from t?*xation, and in lieu of that to impose a

percent, of the assessed value of realty in tne
towns, which was said to bo about iqual in
amount to the rem in the cities and abou. equal
in value to the personal propi-riy exempted
lrom taxation in the ci.ies. Such a tax, it was

said, would yieid more money than was derived
iri*n all the personal property, and lall for the
most part on the same person, if payable by the
renter or occupier of the premises."
"Unhappily, however, there is a provision in

our Constitution which requires us to tax per- !
sonal capital to a curtain exte it. This w.j pro-
pose to do, but in a mode which makes the
owner pay an equivalent without working any j
special injury to tue business of the country,
We propose to remove the tax upon capital
used, invested, or employed in any tra :e or

business, and also upon the articles include I in
schedule 13, apon which the tax is mainly
paid by the farmer or land-owner, who, in this
country are genraily the same person. For
those taxes we propose to substitute one of one-

h.%lf per cent, on L'-3 per cent, of the assessed
va ue of all realty in the counties, and on 30 per
cent of the assessed value of realty on the
cities. The tax t>> be paid by the occupier
of th9 premises, whether tenant or owner,
unless, indeed, tlie tenant fails to pay, in
which esse the lax must bo paid by the owner, i
wi.h a right of recourse to the tenant if ho should
choose to av iil himself of that right. By a table i

carefully made out from tlio returns of it>73 it is !
found that the taxes actually paid on the "init- j
ted articles are not more than $21,000 or $31,0; 0 !
less than those which it is proposed to substi-i
tute."
"The bill of 1873. as it now stands, with this

change would yield a little more tiian was re-

ceived from mat biil. In order to make the
revenue ample we propose the following addi¬
tions: We wish to strike out all in that bill in
regard to the distillation and rectification ot
liquors, and to substitute the section herewith
transmitted, which proposes a tax of thirty conts
on whiskey, or other ardent spirits, wine, or

any mixture of them. This section ought to
give a gross revenue of $300,000 or of s'JJO.OW
by a tax which wiil bo as readily paid as any otner
that could be levied. It appears from the re¬

port of the Controller that in the year ending
June 30, 1873, there woro distilled from mate¬
rials othor than fru l in the United States ty -

230,507 gallons, (ciee page 4 Report of Com¬
missioner of Internal liovenue.) The popula¬
tion ol Virginia, according to the last census,
was about one-thirtieth of the whole popuia-
lation of the United St.-.tes. Supposing ih it

population to be average consumers of whiskey,
then that one thirtieth would consume about
2,030.000 gallons o'' whiskey, which at a ttx of
thirty cents per gallan wou.d vield ab ;ut J-7U0,-
000 gross revenue. The same lax upon other
ardent spirits and wine, and ten cents a galh n

upon malt liquors and cider, would yield pro¬
bably lrom SlOu.OOO to $200,000 more. The en¬
tire yield of gross revenue from that tax would
amount to a sum between $800,000 and
of gro.vsreven ue."

'.\Ve also suggest as a suDstituto lor mo
income-tax a stamp-tax upon contracts, by
which the Uniled Mates, from ISM to 1JS72 in-
clus'vo, dcri\ed an a*-erage of between $15,000,-
Oou U.lW. It Virginia ad-'pted alike
law she would probably receive $500,000 if her
popu'atioi were average c msumers of the iirti-
cles proposed to be stamped. This would ena¬
ble her to repeal her income-tax which, al¬
though :is iust as any other law, is eminently
ui.popular. Should she adopt this tax by stamps
upon contracts we recommend the repeal of the
income tnx, whi<h has only yielded about
$33,140. it is hardly probable that her people
are average coruu ners of the articles lo be
stamped. Half that proportion, however, would
yield, probably, $'J50 000, winch sum is lar
greater than the revenue derived from income

'"The bill of 1874. as hereby proposed to be
amended, would yield, we believe, a larger rev¬

enue than any tnx bill passed since the war."
" We do T'ot recommend the stamp-tax upon

contracts, but merety suggest it as a substitute
for the income-tax should the Legislature desire
to repeal the latter. In comparing the difference
between the amount of tax-.tion remitted and
that >d led.a difference not large now.it will
be well to remember that the omitted articles
will pr- bably iucreaso more rapidly in number
and amount than the value o! real est «fr\"
In pres-erituiK the bills drawn by Mr. Taylor,

Messrs. Hunter and Taylor say: "Pursuant to
a resolution ol the House of Delegates, the un¬

dersigned respectfully submit 'a bill providing
gei.oral provisions i<- rela ion to assessors and
Commissioners of the revenue, and the asse s
ment ol taxes on pt r.-ons, property*, it.come, li¬
censes, <&e.,' and 'a bill for the assessment of
taxes on persons, property, income, licenses,
Ac., and imposing taxes thereon for the support
of the Government and public free schools, and
to pay the interest on the public debt.'
"1 hose bills are based upon the laws now in

force, and are those referred to by the Auditor
of Public Accounts in his report of 187o-'4,
touching defects m the revenue laws, and th-*
ones lor which the Treasurer has prepared an
a Urnate proposition and assessment and tax -

bill, which is submitted in another report."
"In preparing the assessment bill it has been

thought best to eliminato from tne present law
ali those genoral provision? which do not r« 4 :ire
an annual revision and embody them in onu oil I,
which is proposed to be permanent, so as to
avoid the time, labor, and cost of such annual
revision, which is very great. In the bill refer¬
ring specifically* to the assessment and taxation
of persons, property, income, licenses, &c., we
venture to suggest essential changes in some of
the provisions of the present law which relate to
licenses, believing as we do that they will yieid
a large, if not a larger revenue, and be exempt
from the criticism ol unconstitutionality, op¬
pression, Ac."
The Auditor proceeds on the supposition that

the Supreme Court of Appeals will dicUrotho
merchants' license-tax constitutional, but he
recommends several important modifications,
such as imposing tiro tax upon sales instead ol
upon purchases, and estimating upon prospec¬
tive rather than past sales.

Th ; Baltimore A;uericau says that ivev. A.
.N. Gilbert has obiaiucd evideuce which leads
him to suppose that the recent assaults upon
his private character were part of an orgauized
conspiracy to injury bis staudiug as a minister.

Mount Verson.-Wo have received Iroui
Judge II. W. Thomas a C"P.V of his report as

President of the Board of Visitors to Mount
Veroon. The report says :

When it is remembered that,
t 0of the U.dies who coinpose tli . A(l)Untsum ,f$2 «grCnds enclosed

sell the board can but congratulate thoiadi^<. ,< . iTr.inn in having such able, zealous anu

Efficient workers at the head of their association.^lie board in their lust annual n;pert mention-
ed the fact of the .Mod.*- l.av.og; ccmceivd
Ihc idea of each of toe original States turn~i
tag a room in the mansion house with antique
furniture, and as far as possible to .Pri"jurticVes once used by Washington ht The
h. Rr.l i= haul y to announce t at tills ia a u

i,;R ,,r»cSly carried into eff.ct-u.w.y »."

cl£ of ancient style haying > jtiined The worthy \ ice-regent trom \
i?mon z -alous and indefatigable in her « ttoi ts,Sid h« inada valuable col lodions lor her room

vice-regent, the council a*, its last session pas
ed resolutions with a view to collecting at Mount
VWnon a library, consisting exclusively ol
books to which the name, character, princip es

and fame ol Washington have given rist, * i.h
out regard to the na lonality or language of th-ir
authors.

^ ,lu reference to complaints io regard to the

arrangement made with the owuers of the
steamer Arrow, by which that steamer if. al¬
lowed to land passengers at the wharf at Mount
VeruoD, the report says:
The complaint has been made against the as

sociauon that this is a monopoly, tnat other
vessels arc not allowed to land, &e., and that
this contract with the Arrow is in v!olatJon u'
law and the charier. 1 he board, alter
thorough investigation of the#whole matter, are
oi the opinion that tbe contract is a julicious
one ; that by it a certain, sale ana regular lint
of communication hai been established and the
revenue increased ; that if the privilege ol and-
ing at the wharf was indiscrimatoly granted andvisitors allowed to bo carried there, the result
w.iu d be to break up tne Arrow lino and thus
de-troy the great (Mid only certain) source cf
rew-nue to the association, thereby re .denng
them powerless to go forward in the execution
i.f the great an i noble work they have under¬
taken. There muitbfl some certain tund upon
which they can rely ; donations are ""c?rt*
and may fail them, and the association is e

deavoring to place all these to the credit ol tne
endowment fund.

Tbe Addresses.
\t tbe reception of King Kalakaua at the

Capitol yesterday, Mr. Cameron introduced
him as follows, the members staudiug :

"Mr. Speaker, I have the honor to present
to you His Majesty, the King of Hawaii.
The Speaker, then addressed tbe king a?

f0"vlur Majesty: On behalf of the Araeriat,
Congress 1 welcome you to these J1"116'1"0Ser ators irorn ot-r States and the Representa¬
tives of our people unite in cordia. congraiu.a-
tiuiis upon your auspicious journey »"d ori tijj; epression o: the gratihcatiou and pleasure ;rd
ed by your presence in the Capitol of tne nation
as tne nation's guest. Your Jiaj .-sty s appear-
nace amongst us is the first instance in which a

reigning soverf'gn has set toot up m tne son
the UuUed States, and it is a sign.ficent circum¬
stance that th visit comes to us trom the \V est
and not from the East. Probably no single
event could more striking y typily the country s

progress in Your Majesty's conutry and in our
own Uian the scene here now transpiring I he
rapid growth of the repubheon its wote.n coast
ba> greatly enlarged our intercourse with your
insular kingdom, and his led us all to a know
edg* of your wisdom and beneficence as a ruler
anu your exalted virtues as a man Our whole
people cheerish for your subjects the most friend-
lv regard. They trust and believe that the re¬
lations of the two countries will always remain

as peaceful as the g eat sea that rolls between us

.uniti; g and not dividing.
The King had a momentary conference with

one of his attendants, Chancellor Alien, and
then tbe latter expressed his regret that the
King was so afflicted with a cold and hoarse
ness that be was unable to rsad his reply, an

proceeded to read it for him as follows :
Mr. Speaker: For your kinds words of wel¬

come 1 most cordially tha:ik you. >ur this dis¬
tinguished mark of conli ence I tender to the
honorable Senate and House of Representatives
mv highest sentiments of regard. Jt is in ac-

'cord with the very courteous and generous treat
ment which i have received from the Executive
Department of the Government and trom all
the people whom I have had the pleasure to
meet since 1 landed on the shores ot the 1 acific.
1 appreciate the complimentary terms m which
the honorable Speaker has reterred to me per
.onallv. For our success in government, ana
for our progress in a higher civilization we are

verv much indebted to the Government and
people of this great country. Your laws and
your civilization have been in a gr<jat degree
our model, i reciprocate most cordially tho
hope for the continuance and growth ol lrn.ndt\
relations between the two countries. 1 am most
happy, gent.emen to meet you on this occasion.

A dispatch from Portsmouth, Virginia, says:
"In consequence ot die scarcity of work much
suffering i.« reportci iu Portsmouth. A mass-

uiuetintr ol' the citizeos was held to-night, and
relief' societies organized. The Council also
met aud appropriated money tor the relief ol
the poor. Portsmouth is largely dcpeudeDt on

the Government for work, and operations arc

almost tntirelv suspended in the navy-yaid.
An order has been received from Washington
discharging the last remnant of workmen iu the
construction department of the navy-yard.''
The Richmond Dispatch, in au editorial arti¬

cle on the Merchants' tax says truly that ali
legislation that. a>sumes that farmer aod mer¬

chant are antagonistic to one another is wrong
aud vicious. There are uo two callings more con¬

genial atid mutually depeudent upon one an¬

other. They should ever meet and act in har-
iriny, as the surest way to promote the gener¬
al prosperity.
The President gate a reception to King

Ivilakaua, at the White House, last night.

Scribner s Monthly for January hati a Christ¬
mas sketch by L. Clarke Davis, entitled " My
Night in a Stage-Coach, a

" Christmas Sag
gestion, " and " A Christmas Sleigh-ride, "

the latter by F. R. Stockton. In this number
begins Dr. Holland's new serial, "The Story
of Seveuoak-" with au illustration by Sol*.
Eytinge. The first installment of Maj. Powell's
account of his descent of the Calorado is giveo,
with striking illustrations; also the beginning
of a series of '* Old Letters, " written from
London in the time of William IV., and now
lor the first time published. The present in¬
stallment is accompanied by an original portrait
sketch of Rogers, the poet. " Travels in South
America, " the opening article of the "Month¬
ly, " is effectively illustrated and interesting.
Besides these contributions there is " A Bou¬
quet of Japanese Verses, " by Charles A, De-
K iy ;

" A New Solution of an Oid Puzzle, "

by Francis Gerry Fairfield; " Buzaioe's Pris¬
on,

" by Maud Christiani; " Hereditar}'
Foes," by Miss Osgood, illustrated by Miss
Halluek ; continuations of Saxe Holm's " My
Tourmaline, " and Jules Verne's " Mysterious
Island;" and poems by K. H. Stoddard, K.
C. Siedman, John Hay, aud F. W. B>-urdillon.
In " Topics of the Time " Dr. Holland writes
about " National Politics," "Room at the Top"
aod " Ritualism, " "The Cabinet" coutains
" The Sublime and the Ridiculous," "Sai-
vini as a Du chman, " and other matters. In
" Home and Society " is a timely " Piea for
Handles. " i

newh of thk I>AV.

" Tu show thevery nift and body of the 'Punt* *

In the German Parliament, yestterday, dur¬
ing the consideration ol'appropriations for tin;

Foreign Office, Uerr Windhorst opposed ihe
.rraut for the secret service,and moved to strike
it out. 11 err Benoiugsten replied that the
motion was simply an attack on Bismarck, in

whose person the Ultramonianes unceasingly
and bitterly assailed the German Empire an

National policy. He asked that the ll-ichstag
pass a vote of confidence it) the Chancellor l>y
njeeting the inotiou. A division touk place,
a,,,! Wendhor.-c's motion was defeated by 71 to

I't'j Prince Bi?marck eutcrcd the lv'-iehstag
immediately alter the vote ou llcr Woudhort s

motion was auDOunced.
The investigation into the manner in which

the Pacific Mail Steam-hip Coiupruy obtained
a subsidy of $1,000,Oi>t» for ten years from
Congress, i- beiug conducted by the Committee
of Ways and Means of the House of Repre¬
sentatives. Stockweli, the former Picsident
ot the company, au'i Irwin, hisagcut, disposed
of *750,WU belonging to the company, andj
there are grave suspicions that members ot
Congress got a portion ol this mouey. ihe
testimony ot livviu has not yjt been made
public.
The Senate of Aikansas, yest- rday, iu Com¬

mittee ot the W hole, adop!ed a Hi I creating a

State Board ot Finance, with authority to is¬
sue *5.000,000 in bonds, for the purpose ot
taking up itie tl sating indebreduess ol the
State, and procuring mouey to pay the current
expenses of tiie government during the ensu-

ing year. State lands are to be moitgagcd as

security tor the payment ot the bonds.
Archbishop Buyiey, of Baltimore, yesterday,

ordained cleveu grauuatesul St. Man s Semi¬
nary (Catholic) as deacons, preparatory to tlieii
ordination as priesis. whiuo ci remon\ will
take place tomorrow at the Cathedral. Auioog
the number arc itev. Aitred Curtis formerly
pastor of Mount Calvary P. E. Cnureh ol Bal¬
timore, and llev. F. Fowier, late member ot
the Society ol Friends.
In the ca?e of Mrs. Lucy 1>. Fi-k, wi'eand

administrator ot the latcJas. ii-k, jr., aghinst
the State Insurance Compauy ol Jersey City,
before the I'ni'.t d States I ireuit Court at 1 reu«

ton, to recover am unt ot policy ou me 1'lih
Avenae Theatre, New \oik, yesterday, the
Court directed u nou suit t<.» be entered.
A report is published in a Poughk.cpsie

paper that the Vulcan Company's Iron Works
at Fisl.kill have suspended operations, ihe
mauagers are reticent, nut it was leained that
the employes hau not been paid lor two uioti'iis,
and quit wotk on tuat account. The iuiprec¬
ision prevailed that the concern has tailed.
Two lawyers ol Havana fought a du -1 yes

terd iy. After four shots had been exchanged
the challenger fell dea 1 with a bullet through
his brain. The quarrel grew out ol a uew-pa-
per publication by the challenged party i\fl:ct-
lug on the professional conduct oi the eii«ii-
leuger.
A Congressional Committee, consisting ot

Messrs. Foster, Phelps and Potter, will s^art

to New Orleans in a lew days lor the purj se

ol investigating the condition ol affaire in that
State. Another sub committee will leave lor
Yicksburg ou the -.»th lost.

Early yesterday morning the 11- chelaga
Bank, Moutreal, Canada, was eutered by
burgiars, who blew up ihe safe, but belore
they had time to secure the money, policemen
were attracted to the place by the noise. Ihe
burglars escaped.
Au accident occurred yesteruay to a freight

traiu on the CtiaricstuQ, Columbia and Augus¬
ta railroad, two miles trom Augusta, L«a. l':\e
cars were thrown into the creek by a broken
rail. Nonody was hurt. .Damage $5,000.
His Excellency Jushie Yosiiide Kiyuoari

was received by the President at 12 o'clock yes
terday as the E .voy Extraordinary and^ Miuis-
ter Plenipotentiary ot his Majesty the Emperor
of Japan.
The claim of the State of Marylaud against

the Uniied Slates for ordnance stores seized
iu April, 1601. issiill pending. It will prob¬
ably require au act ol Congress to authorize its
pay rneut.

Judge MoClure, who represents the Brooks
party, concluded his argument on Arkansas
affairs belure the Committee on Southeru Out¬
rages, yesterday.
A tire at Napierviile, Dupage coumy, III.,

yesterday, destroyed live business places on
Maiu street, including the posiolfice. 1'otai loss
about $25,000.

Tlu» Charges Against Stowcil.
\Vaj>11 iXGTON, Dec. IS..The House Com¬

mittee uu Maval Atiairs, to-day, commenced
ihe investigation ol charges against Represen¬
tative Stoweil, oi Virginia, of selling a naval
cadetship. Joseph G. Beanie testified he re¬
sided uear iiichmuuu, Va.; that his slop sod,
O. J. Sehoolcralt, iiad becu very anxious to
get 2dto the uav>; that he had made siroog ef¬
forts to that . tf.ct, bui had nut succeedi d; that
iu February, 1873, a man named Graham had
becu introduced lu iiioi aud Ijad tuld him that
lie thought he could arrange lur tiie appoint¬
ment of his step s<»u, but tliat it would cost a

considerable uuioual ol money, which would be
spent for party purposes. G.ahaui aUo said
tliat the appoiutuictiL was in ihe liands of Mr.
iStoweli, but that he (Graham) was ehairman
of the uistrict committee in tJiowell's district
and could induce Inm to give theupioiutmcut,
but that tiie boy would have to procure a do-
oiioil in Stuwell's district; ihe bo> did so and
»!0i the appointment, aud the wituess paid to
Graham $1.7<Ji»for ii; witness did uot know
Mr. Stowell iu the matter at all. aud was uot
aware that he had ever seen liiuj till yesterday.

E. M. Webber testilied ihtt on the J4ih of
last May Graham came lo hitu and said Stow-
ell had prevented luouey being paid to tiie
Pieomont Kailruad Company lor inaii set vice,
as some (|U'si ion atl'ccsing Southern railroads
was at that time pending iu Congress. Gra¬
ham. actitic iu beiiaifot the Piedmont railroad,
said £ to well iiuo uol served him well, and there-
lore he was going to take revence unless Stow-
eli should withdraw his opposition. Graham
toid him iiis revenge would eoua:st iu exposing
the lact Uiat Stowell had sold a cadetship and
received se/cntecu huudred dollars for it. Wit
ucss, at the request of Graham, informed Stow-
ell that Graham would expose him unless he
withdrew his opposition to the railroad pay.
Stoweil denit d he had ever received a dollar.
Witness informed St. well if he would with¬
draw his opposition it would much gratify the
road, and on that ground Stowell went to the
Posuffiee Department the same afternoon and
withdrew his objection, when Graham received
pay for the company. Su-well was iudignant
when witness told him Graham said Stowell
had received money ior a cadetship.

State Senator Litbrop, representing the dis-
tiict from which the cadet was appointed, hav¬
ing been sworu, said he knew nothing person¬
ally about the matter but only from hearsay.
Stowell, however, informed him there was no
truth io the charge. The investigation was
then postponed tili to-morrow.

Just before the close of ihe committee, Joho
Brady, a member of the House of Delegates ol
Vtigiuia, who filed the charges against Stoweli,
testified that he knew nothing about the cadet-
ship matter except what Grat.am told him.

Mr. Thomas A. Dodamead, has accepted the
position u! General Superintendent of the Chesa¬
peake & Oiiio 11 li. aud has entered upon the
discharge of his duties.

VIHGINIA JSKVVS.

Thc people of Kssexcounty, aecordito the
Index, must be hf.avily burdened wiii debt,
there being suits pending in the Circuit. Court
to the amount of ^ 135.G'JJj 09 and in the
County Court to til" amount ot $85,192.70,
makinu a dismal coial of $220,880.31), which
is rather a heavy indebtedness for one little
county.
The Charlottesville Chronicle says:.Chick¬

ens, turkeys and fresh pork glut our mat kef,
and can be found for sale at stores in every
part of the town. Ten cents per pound for
chickens, twelve and a half for pork, aud four¬
teen for turkeys are the ruling rates.
The whole amount of county and State taxes

levied in Rockingham county and collected by
the treasurer, lor tho year 1874, is $S9,S1S 94.
Of this amount, $30,613 51 was paid by the.1st
of December, and the balance. $59,205,37, has
been put into the hands of collectors.
James Bryant, the negro who was arrested

about a mouth at;o, up w the charge of stealing
a watch from Mr. J. \ . Brooke o!' Warrenton,
was tried Moud:»y last at the Citcui: <" urr of
Fauquier, convicted ot trraud larceny, and sen¬
tenced to the Penitentiary for seven years.
The dwelliog hi.use of Mr. Benj. F. Long,

situated about four miles east of Luray, ou tlic
turcpike leading to S perry vi lie, was entirely
cmsumed by iirr, together with the greater
portion of iiia household furniture, on Monday
last.

Dr. F. W. Powell, a prominent physician,
died at his re.-ideoce in Queenstown, Queen
Anne's county, Maryland, oa Saturday last, ot
paralysis in the 64th year of his age. Di.
Powell was formerly a resident of L >udoun
county.

Mr. Burdctt »Skinocr got the smali I >ne «>f
his 1 eft arm broken i>d Thursday, at Fairfax
station, iu a personal difficulty with Mr John
LI. Taylor, section master ou the Midland rail-
read.

Mrs. Alfrod J. Twyman. ol Greene county,
hung herself ou Thur.-day night to the post o!
the bedstead on which her grand mother was

sleeping. II jt husband was absent at ti«e
time.

Capt. Micltacl Ncff. died, >udden!y, at It in
residence, near New Mrrkct, Sheuandoah C'iuu-

ty, about daylight Thursday morning. He was
aged about 7ti y« ars.

A watch valued at $;>' wis stolen from Gen.
W. B. I'aliaferro, at the the Exchange Hotel,
iu Richmond, on Thursday night, while that
gentleman was asleep in his room.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Com¬
pany will change their dining place after
February next from Gordonsvidc to Charlottes*
v.lie.
The debt of Charlottesville is only $7.UJ<)

while the taxable property of the town is cati-
mated at $1,800,000.

Mr, John llctidcrson, a soldier of the W ar

of 1812, died io Orange county, on the 24th
ult., aged ooe huudrtd and one years.

Hutoral Health.
Reading. Pa , Aug .0. I >71.

Is' J'.'/X .]/' A'/O/'. -SiJ . J'flSilluit oj the W'islt-
nifjtitii tl* Ohio JinHroml, A/c.oiit'lt'io, I'/..*
l'EAR MR: 1 have ju.-t returned from a trip

io Frederick, 11 a rn p:? Ii iro, and I lardy couuties,
Virginia. 1 had with rnc an experienced
and most succersful iron ore mining engineer
oi our State, who ack:.owledg>s to me that ihe
rat.ge of irun ore commencing at Rock Knou
Springs and lunr.ing lu Capon Furnace, beat.-?
anything he over .-aw, heaid, ur lead ol", in
this i r aty other country. We louud the out

crop of the vein about 3<Jo yards wide, on a

regular and undisturbed f»rma:ion, for 25
miles in one stretch. According to his idea.
there is euough iron ore then: for twenty-five
furnaces to last two hundred y-ar-; and tlie j
miniui: of those ore.-, would not cost one-liMi j
what they Cost irj Pennsylvania. The cheap-
ue.-s of m;niuir, he thinks wouid overbalance
the difference iu freiciit, and we would h-ve a

Jar superior ore in riciiness ol' iron, and free of
substances so injurious to iron, such a.- phos¬
phorus, suphur, arsenic, &c. I have the!
analysis of the ores for sorm fourteen miles on i
the lanee south from Rock Jvion Springs. !
They are No. 1 in all respect.-, and are ladly
wanted amobg our furnace men. I .-poke to |
one ol tin: officers of the Philadelphia and '

Reading Coal and Iron Company jibout it. and
I have his promise tj look iuto the mattersoou.
I exp.-ct their chief mining engineer to see the
psoperty in abou: t n days. After your road
is completed io Rock Enon and Capon Sprinp-
the iroD ore could be taken to Alexandria, and
from there loaded on to boats ol the 1' & R.
Coal it iron Co.. and broueht to our Schuyl¬
kill Valiey. What amount of subscriber.- do
you want to reach Rock Enon Springs? W hat
wouid the freight he on individual ore c»rs

from Koek ICnou Springs to tide water? I
should kuuW, in order to iuduce our heavy
capitalists engaged in maoufactuting iron..
There are. at times, whole trains ol iron ore.

as many as twenty cars at a time, arriving in
Reading from We.-t \ irgima, and the iron ore

I refer to is far superior to those; and if there
were facilities, lam positive that 1 could d;s-
po.-c of at least out* thousand tons a <:ay the
year round.
Grand Co.m.mandeuv of VihCJtNfA..The

grand annual Assembiy of Ivtighis lemplar
of Virginia wa- held iu Richmond yesterday.
The folowing officers were elected for the eu

suing year :
M. E. Wm. B. I^rmc?, Grand Command- r ;

R K. Robert hi. Withers, Deputy Grind Oon-
rnander ; V. E. L. F. John-<>n, Grand Gene¬
ralissimo ; V. E. JamesG. Bain, Gr-.n l Captain
Genera! : E. .J:\m>s Evan«, Grand Treasurer;
E. John IX-ve, Gr-ind Recorder; E. G^og- \V.
Dame, Gr-.nd Prelate ; E. John F. R» g
fmult, Grand Senior Wnrd-n ; E. Peyton S
Ccles, Grand Junior Warden ; E. J.din L.
Roper, Grand Mandardbearer ; Jani"?
Moss, Grand Swordbearer; E. Win. 11 li.
Lynn, Grar.d Warder; K. James (J. Riddick.
Grand Captain of Guard ; E. John F. R«g..au t.

Grand Lecturer.

Grand Chapter Koval Arch Masons..
The Graud Chaptered Virginia of R -yai Arch
Masons assembled in Richmond on j hur-day
night, Grand Iliuh Priest. 1>. M. Harris pre¬
siding, and the fnliowing offic rs : W. II. him
hert. Grand King; 11. S. Chew. Grand
Scribe; Thomas U. Dudley. Grand Treasurer;
John Dove. Grand Secretary; Wm. H. Isaacs.
Depu-y Grand Secretary; Alfred S. Lee,
Grand Captain ol Host; S. M B uvman. 1'.
S.. J. J. J >rdan, It. A C.; P- ytuti S. Coles,
third; 11. C. Stevens, second; J. L It .p.er.
First Veil; J. E. Jeffersou, Grand Chaplain.
The address of the Gra' d High Priest gave
cheering as.-urances of the p.-aceaud harmony
in the State. There was a very large atten¬

dance of delegates from all parts of itie State,
and much interested iu the proceedings ol the
assembly.
A Slight Piffkrence..We published yes¬

terday from the Richmond D -pitch, an inter¬
esting account ol the louiauiic j jurney of two

little giris, aged respectively six and seven

years, troui California to Richmond, in search
o? their father, whom they found at that place.
1 he romance ol the thing, however, is sadly
marred by the statement of a correspondent of
the same paper, who announces that the
"girls," who were aged ll' and 1G years, were

in charge of the railroad conductor- during
their eutirc trip; that they had plenty of money,
and mot their father, according to appoint¬
ment, at the iiouse of the writer. This read
more natura ly thau the first statement, though
it cootains much le.-s of romance. .Lynchhury
Republican.

v a i;«; i \ 11 lku 5si<a ti ki;.

In the 8iin.no, on Thursday, after the recep¬
tion and referenc..* of a number of House bills,
the bill to incorporate the Winchester Build¬
ing Company, and the bill to amend the act to
incorporate the town of \ au-Burcnsville, and
changing its name to Orkney, were passed.

Bills w. re reported to punish desertion on
the part of husbands or parents; to amend the
Code'in relation to the maintenance of illegiti¬
mate children; to amend rhe Code iu regard to
the penahy of it junction bonds; to amend the
Code in relation 10 process upon indictments,
present merits or informations, with the recom¬
mendation that the Senate insist upon its bill;
to provide for the appointment offish commis¬
sioners for the Stale of Virginia; to amend the
Code iu relation to bridges between counties;
incorporating the Albemarle Home Mutual
rire I"suranee Company; and authoiizing the
sale ol certain church property in Shenandoah
county.

U-'soiutioris of irnpiiiy were adopted into the
expediency of amending the Code so as to in¬
sert therein the recommendation ol the ie-
visers ol the Code of Jn4'J; into the expedien¬
cy ul so amending the Code as to provide that
appeals shall be allowed iu ali cases Irom the
judgments of the justices of the peace; into
the expediency of providing by law lor ranting
out tin.* various shops of the penitentiary, and

"the abolition of all offices connected with that
institution; and instructing the Committee on
Constitutional Amendments to inquire into
the expediency of so amending the constitu¬
tion as to prohibit directors and retained attor¬
neys lor railroad companies from holdiug seats
in either branch of the General Assembly.

Bills were introduced o authoriz.1 the issue
«il revenue certificates receivable iu payment of
ail dues to the State, and to provide for their
being exchanged f ir United States currency at
par ; and to aiueod the Code iu regard lo the

j construction ol statutes.
1 he bill for the reassessment of the lands of

the Commonwealth was discussed until ad-
journtuent.

In the II '"use of Delegates several leavts of
abseuce were granted.

Bills were introduced to authorize the James
River and Kanawha Compauy to ixecutea

mortgage (for an amount not exceeding
UUO.'MHjj, and to authorize h guarantee thereof
by the cities of Norfolk, K'chmoud and Lynch-
burg; to prevent internal improvement com¬

panies from assigning their charters to others;
and to incorporate Broaddu- Female College
at \\ mciiesti r; and a resolution as to the ex-

p"diency of r- quiring the Court of Appeals to
so arrange tluir docket as that all appeals
fr m each judicial district (except criminal
cases) sliail be docketed together, aud after¬
wards called and tried according to their posi
t'on on the docket; also petitions of Frederick
florne, jr., M. I) , of Fauquier, to be relieved
Ir oij an erroneous assessment ul' taxes; and of
citizens of Augusta county for a law to protect
sheep.

Bi.ls weie passed to incorporate the Sou'h-
cm Historical S escty; authorizing the fund¬
ing of ;*) per eon', registered Staie sN ek into 6

j per cent, stoek at the rate of five-sixths of
two-thirds of such stock aud interest as of 1st

I of July, i >71; to amend the Code iu relation
to special terms of Circuit Courts; and to
aui'-nd the (.Vie m relation to the miiitia.

I he bill to pr< vent counterfeit or improper
ly-obtained cupous from being received iu
payment of IbXes, \-c,, due the State, was de-
bat. d a:.d laid over till the 7th of J inuaiy.
Dining tnc debate Mr. Round, of I'rince

Wiiii:Mil, made a fierce tirade against the
Funding bib, aud likened the condition of the
State to a train tushiog toward a precipice,
which must be stopped or aII will be /juried to
d' struciion. Neither the constitution uor the
Supreme Court can prevent the sovereign peo¬
ple from saving themselves, as they must do
by crushing the !. ucdiug bill under foot.
The Mil to protict the city of Richmond in

making a .subscription ro the capital stock of
the Trans-Alleghany Narrow Gauge Railroad
Company was debated for some time, aud
finally ordeicd to be engrossed.

In the Senate, yesterday, a bill was reported
to incorporate the town of Fairfax iu the coun-

tv of that name, aud uue to promote the farm¬
ing interest of Yirunia.
A bill was introduced to amend the Code

relative to the meeting of the General Assem¬
bly ; and a resolution to inquire iuto the expe¬
diency of doing away with the Constitutional !
requirements for assessing laud every fifth
year; and one reported amending the Code rel-
atire to hunting on the lands of others.
A petition wa; presented from Norfolk mer-

chants for the abolition of the inspection Jaws
Bil s were passed for the relief of II. II.

Weir, ami for the protection of sheep in Fair-
i'ax e >utry.
The bill lor the assessment of the lauds of

the Commonwealth was debated till the hour
of aiij urumeut.

Id ill' House of Delegates bills were passed
providing Ior the a>ses.-ment of ti;«^ shares of
hanks. and protecting the citj* of Richmond
I<»r lirisi-5ilitf Id build a narrow-gauge railroad.

Tin* b:Ii allowing the c'eiks ol school boards
three e<nts per bead fur pubiishii.gionce in
three viar- the children in their school dis-!
tricts was ordered to be engrossed.

Lctler fi'<»u Hamilton.

[Correspondence of tin: Alexandria Gazette.]
Hamilton. Loudoin C«iuxty. D.-c. IS..

The iuembers of Hamilton Lodge, No. ."17. A.
F. & A. M., celebrated the first anniversary of
the dedication of their hall, last night, by an

oy.-ter su{ per and a good lime generally. Maj
.J. J. \\ hi e delivered an address, said by those
who had the pleasure of listening to it to have
been something unu-ua'ly pond. I( is a piry
that .-o good a thiug >huuld have be« ti d; liver
ed to .-o >ma!l ao audience. The Maj r is a

fine or »t >r. a popular young ma'), and it is
prophesied by the knowiuir ones he will be our

n. xt t'l Uiiiry Treasurer.
The Hatcher n.ysiery is still an- x; lained.

Lu-t .Monday night the blinds were opened
around the house, and last night another stone

rhrnwu in over (he door. They have quit watch
ing and k-i p the rooms darkened and take no

no:ice of the visitors. The secrescy of the*"
vi-its, the >ure aim of the thrower, and the
fru.tiess effort's to discover (he least ciue to

hi- whereabouts or any trace of him, eith'-r be-
lore or after the throwing. I.ave induced the
belief am >ne many that some superna'ural
agency is employed. We hope the pcrp orator

may be caught. MaUTIN'.

l'ou.Mi Makinkrs .We are informed by a

eorresj oudent at Potomac City that on Mon¬
day last, two boys, one a son of Mr. Merritt.
Blaekmore aged ten, and the other a colored
boy aged twelve, while playing at Jiangs' wharf
touk a small boat and unnoticed, paddled out

into the river, a storm prevailing at the time.
Night eume and the children beiog mis.-ed
search was made, aod it was ascertained that
tlu-y had taken the boaV Messrs. Cur.'iss and
James Davis to> k a sail buat and went io pur¬
suit ol the youths, but returned about mid-
uigi.t without having discovered the little boat
aud its precious crew. The parents of the
children now almost distracted, gave up all
hope. J he hunt was renewed on the morrow
but no tidings could be had. Later in the day
a row boat containing three persons was seen

approaching from the Maryland side and as it
nearid the wharf it proved to be the missing
luy.- accompanied by Mr. George Davis. They
had been driven by the prevailing storm into
Maryland Point, and had taken reffuge from
the cold in an old box, and by rubbing each
other kept from freezing to death..flanassas
(Jazettee.

The lIcriHiou Tragorty.
In additiou to the facts in the case, die re.

port ol the evidences and the dying dcclara-
lion,of Mr aud Mrs H-rndon. heretofore pub-lished in this paper. t!ie Mauassas Gazette of
to day, s;ys :
The Ilerndon tragedy continues the leadingtopic in this section of* the State. Mr. 11. rn

don died no Friday evening. A post-mortem
examination was held by Drs. iSmoot at.i
Leache on Saturday last, when it was discov¬
ered that a blow over one of his eyts ha i
caused two fractures of the skull, one across
t he forehead and tlie ether across the torn
pie, which were the cause oi' his de*it!;.
We are informed by Dr. L ache that hi?- f r

were terribly frozen, and would have requir> i
amputation to avoid mortification, had net
death t'ronj the blows intervened. It will e

remembered that when found in the field .>»i

Friday morning after «he occurrence of the
tragedy, Mr. flerudon was in his stuck: .-:
feet aud had been thus exposed for severa
hour^ in a eold rain, and Iretzing night and
uioruiug.
"When-Fuuks was first arrested on the >1 y

after the murder and rubbery he was commit*
ted to jail for a hearing on the following M »ij

day. On that day Mr. llerndon was so c r-
tain that he was fast recovering from, what
has since proven his death, that he sent w rl
to the justice to postpone the examinati u u::
til Tuesday the 15th inst. wiien he thought he
would be able to attend and testify. At th;<
time it was noised about and freeiy, bu' rath^r
privately hinted, that the terrible cuitingaod
mangling of the old folks might have been th
result of a domestic quarrel between them-
selves, and the murder .<! the little colored b
was for the purpose of hiding the cntn *. an'j
that the wife had been left for dead by h r
husband. To give some c loring to t h. - v ryfalacious view ol the ca-e, it was >fa'. i -i :-
Mrs. llerndoD had given her attendants : mj-
derstand that she knew all ab"Ut t!:.
but posi'ively n fused to talk on th m:; j r
to give the name of the perpetrator. 11 r ti.-
ia^ declaration mu>; not only disipate any -ucii
be lief as this, but fu!y substantiates
dence of her hu-baud.

"Fouks was taken before Ju-ti-e- 11 n

Woodyard and Whiting on Tuesday la.-\ u i
f ully committed to await the action »1 th« :

jury, on the second Monday in J a; uary. i .%.

i> of small statue, perhaps five it et tin r

four inches bieh, and will weigh >ne hun :r .

and tw«'Uty pounds. IJis color is very d.i;.».
Ills confinement, or perhaps fear, has to.

siderabiy on hiuj, and while the cx-U)
was going on his looks were wild and e.\v i.
and he did not seem ti) comprehend his ~ir-

roundinss, nor did he appear to know wli
he was ui.dergoing a trial for hislife, or w 'ti¬
er preparations were being made lot in- x :.
lion. Ilis looks do nor indicate a v ..

disposition, and no one would single iii'n
of a crowd >.f halt a dt zen neyro s, a- ti
who would be likely to commit .-uoh a !.
crime as he stands acous-d with, ind
seems impossible that he cou d have O'lii
ted the murd rs, and then with the hot b i
ol his victims streaming from his li: _r

the hou-e. unless prompted aud hacked l>y
moos of the bottomless pit. Wlieuarr«.*>;< i
the morning after the butchery he wa* is

ing his former master, Mr. John II. () II
who lives about two miles from the U ¦;¦

place, in butcherine li»»<s, aud was besn. .o .:

with blood, which effdually obliterate i ;i
blood stains from the human aore which i.e
uiust have born it he perpetrated th- foul
deed. Mr Meredith who wa> first em;.,y i

by Mr. 0 lv ar to def* nd the prison- r a ar

doued the case at the examination,stating :l. it

though Mr O'Rear, tin- Doy lurrner nit-: r.

had come forward and (fl ied to piy a g" 1

portion of his counsel's lees, no otu el., t.

even those who had pretended i be the "

y
friends" of the negro,had come forward and
fered assistance in thin'time of need.'

* Ollgri'MN.
Id the Senate, yesterday, uo bu-ine.-- w

transacted, the Senators participant:; in i

reception ot the King of the Sanwich I-!ani
executive ses-ion a number appoint m nt- in i

by the President during tiie vacation wviv

firmed, 'lie most prominent being J im- > \\
Marshall, as First Assistant Postmaster »n

eral. and \\ m. Burnett as Supervising 1 .

tor General of Steamboats, 1'he r Mia: ii
juurntd over till Monday.

In tin; House of Representative- al'r-r :li
reception of King Kalakaua, the L i;i- itiv>

and Kxecutive Appropriation bill w.i- t.i.
up, aud an amendment all. win*: ("*s;t«.*«] Si.t -

Marshals and the clerks of the United > .
-

Courts mileage, in certein cases, t»r lught "t

debate, in which a vigorous onslaught w.-

niade on the Department ot Justice by Mr.
Heck and Mr. Speer. Tie appropria'i u i
$oOO,i.'Oij fur the Asylum for Disabled \ .'i

teers was stricken out, there b«-in«r a snliir ot

fund already provided for its support !>.r '

next fiscal year. 1 lie bill, as ameudei,
then passed, and the House adjourned t:

Monday.
Rl'MORF.D KpJSCMp.Nl. ('lit IH I1 Til"! KM-

.F«»r several days pa-t a lUinor ha.- pr> v:t. i

in church circies. to the effect that du:i*.r a r-

cent burial service at Mount Calvary Iv i-e . *'.

Church.prayers for the d a 1 w -re oil -re 1
ot «he assistant priests, Rev. Mr. Perry.

It is also stated that Rev. A M. It ml
of lvnmanucl Church, and Re v. Mr. 1' i-.k >.

of Memorial Chureh, who were present t *

exception to the i.-oroduetion ol' .-ueli pi a; r-.

aud alter some corrc-pond nee on the .-u'j- '¦

with Mr. Perry, re/, rr- d tin: matter t >

Standing ('ouiunttee ol the Hpi.-c >pa! Chut
which b »dy itas to pass upon tie <pi *u u am

decide wh. ih«-r it is a. proper tnaiiet to r
scut Rev. Mr. Perry f »r trial b t re the <.

siastical c »urt of thi.- dioc--.-e. V -:--rd iv ..

preventative of the Lr.z tte ea i 1 up *j I' *'.

.Mr. Raridolph. wio declined m tk'nir any
merit whatever in reference to the ma't«'..
Baltimore (juz> tte.
The ecele-iasticaldiffieuhy ari-ing out '' '

alleged ff ring ot prayers f»r the dead ..

Rev. Mr. !'. t ry. one ol' the as-i-r int in ' ¦'

of Mount Calvary Kpiscpal Chinch. ':s t

e 1 in The American yesterday, 'Joes no? :ii

to have as yet reached the p »iht ot a I i

pre.-entuienf. In rel<-p'oe»: to thi- mai'-r

lollrtwiiiL' cofiiinirtieitioft has been rec-tv
To the alitor of th» liilttnore Ani<: toin ¦

Sir -1 nere has t<< en no pre.v uimet.t

K- v Mr. P- rry by the >tandingConj<n t e

Diocese. No pipers have ber-n bntuuht t "

notice ol the li.shop which c <uld r-'j i - :

bring about an ecclesiastical trial. \ '.r

cut servant, ^ .

. JJnlt'inorc Anuriain.

[CoMM I'M < M

How Stkects can p.f: Impimvkd i ur

Board ol Public Woik-wili take the tr j' >.

visit Washington, they will find at tne .

4A street, adj lining the Arsenal wal. t !ar:-

number of men employed in breaking -

breaking large boui'Jers into piece-ab'>u
size of "nut coal." This stone will t 1'_ .

lor grading aod paving li street Irom i.-

seual gate to Mis- un avenue.
1 would suggest that this .-y-t tu o!

making be tried in Alexandria. Ttk- . .

instance, the bonldera and large c'-bie -

on I'rince street, between Royal an i i: I ..

chase adz -n s'ene hammer- and | ut ;!.'

the hands ut the chain gang and break up^
large stone to nut -iz.s and then re pave.
stoue taken up and pr«)perly broken '* .'

make a bed from four to six inches in '' *

uess. To tret a uniformity of size have a e

wire seivc made with holes, say tw >

sijuare, and u-e such as pass thn»n_'
seive. Use the prison labor and the u

money," aod we would soon have sin > *''.

pleasant streets at small expense to tb '.'


